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Is your animal use protocol a head-scratcher? Check the experimental design section!

THE EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN SECTION OF THE ANIMAL USE PROTOCOL IS CRUCIAL
T0 CONSTRUCTING AND COMPREHENDING THE FULL PROTOCOL.

Key Elements of an Experimental Design Timeline: (for each discreet experiment)
e Title + 1-2 sentence description
e Funding source (if multiple listed in AUP)
e Bulleted timeline with temporal points
o Acquisition, quarantine/acclimation

o Procedures in relation to others (10 days after XX, YY)
o Disposition
e Animal number formula or table

MAKE SURE YOUR EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN SECTION FOLLOWS THE ABCS!

Animal Perspective - Is your experimental design written from the animal’s perspective?

A A treatment of events from the animal's perspective is used by the IACUC to assess the cumulative
experience, including the minimum rest time allowed between procedures, which is paramount to
evaluating the welfare of the animal.

Blocks of Time - Is there a clear, structured, intuitive timeline of events?

B An ordered timeline should provide a precise picture of the experiment from beginning to end.
Repeated events can be described based on frequency (ex: measurements of X will occur day 1 and
then weekly until end of experiment) but the order and intervals must be clearly stated.

The experimental design must include all animal events from the moment of birth or acquisition to
final disposition. This includes quarantine, rest periods, and repeated measurements such as weight.
Please double-check! The timeline should allow an individual to fully replicate the experiment.

c Completeness - Are all the events in the experiment (concerning live animals) included?

ADDITIONAL HELPFUL LINKS:

AUP Tools - Training AWO Office Animal Welfare
Timeline Schedule Office




