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Location Effective Date Review By 
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1. PURPOSE 

1.1. To provide guidelines for animal facility security and access control 
 

2. SCOPE 
2.1. This document applies to all animal facilities where vertebrate animals are housed for use in research, teaching, 

or other related purposes under the oversight of the Texas A&M University IACUC. This includes centralized and 
decentralized animal facilities, including satellite locations. 

 
3. RESPONSIBILITY 

3.1. The IACUC is responsible for ensuring compliance with federal regulation, which includes facility security and 
access control. This is accomplished by reviewing security and access control procedures for animal facilities 
during semiannual program review and facility inspections to evaluate compliance with applicable regulations 
and guidelines, establishing a reasonable and specific plan and schedule for correcting identified deficiencies, 
and reporting the outcome of the evaluation to the IO. The IACUC is not responsible for reviewing or ensuring 
the accuracy of facility access lists or databases.  

3.2. The AWO is responsible for verifying completion of IACUC-required training and BOHP enrollment for AUP 
participants as outlined in IACUC Guidance TAMU-G-029. 

3.3. Animal Facility Management is responsible for establishing and maintaining key and access control procedures 
and for overseeing the day-to-day security and access to animal facilities. 

3.4. The PI is responsible for managing facility access for their personnel and protocol participants, including 
requesting timely removal of access. 

3.5. Individuals granted autonomous access to an animal facility are responsible for securing their assigned 
method of access (e.g.: swipe card, keys, pin number, etc.) and for practicing secure entry and exit procedures 
to avoid access by unauthorized personnel.  
 

4. DEFINITIONS AND/OR ACRONYMS 
4.1. Animal Facility: Centralized vertebrate animal housing location managed by a Core Support unit. Includes 

vehicles owned by the facility used for live animal transport. 
4.2. AUP: Animal Use Protocol. Document submitted by the PI indicating the housing and research procedures 

involving animals. 
4.3. Autonomous Facility Access: For the purposes of this document, describes the ability to enter an animal 

facility independently using the method of secure access assigned to the individual (e.g.: swipe card, keys, pin 
number, etc.).  

4.4. AWO: Animal Welfare Office. Supports the IACUC administratively. 
4.5. BOHP: Biosafety Occupational Health Program. Provides occupational health services for personnel who 

participate in activities with biohazards and animals that fall under the oversight of the IBC or IACUC, as well as 
those who work in university facilities where animals are treated or housed, and in studies occurring with wild 
species in their natural habitat. 

4.6. Core Support: Individuals performing professional activities such as husbandry or technical services as a 
function of a dedicated service organization. 

4.7. Guidance: Guidance documents are developed by the IACUC to provide procedural standards to the research 
community on the topics identified. Animal care and use program participants are expected to adhere to the 
standards described unless an exception has been requested and approved by the IACUC. 
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4.8. IACUC: Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee. Institutional body responsible for ensuring adherence to 
federal regulation and institutional policy relating to the care and use of animals in teaching, testing and 
research. Appointed by the Institutional Official. 

4.9. IO: Institutional Official. Individual within the University with the administrative and operational authority to 
commit institutional resources to ensure that the animal care and use program will comply with the 
requirements of federal regulation. 

4.10. PI: Principal Investigator. The individual who has ultimate administrative and programmatic responsibility for 
the design, execution, and management of a project utilizing vertebrate animals. 

4.11. Satellite Location: PI managed building, room, area, enclosure, or other containment where animals are 
housed or held outside of the primary housing location for over 12 hours (USDA regulated species) or 24 hours 
(non-USDA regulated species).  

5. GUIDELINES OR PROCEDURE  
5.1. General: For simplicity, the term “animal facilities” will be used throughout to describe both animal facilities 

and satellite locations unless otherwise specified. 
5.2. Security Requirements 

5.2.1. Animal facilities must implement security and access control measures to: 
5.2.1.1. Protect animals from adventitious agents, 
5.2.1.2. Restrict access to appropriately trained and authorized personnel, 
5.2.1.3. Prevent unauthorized entry, 
5.2.1.4. Manage hazardous materials safely, and 
5.2.1.5. Prevent criminal activities such as harassment, assault, trespassing, arson, and vandalism. 

5.3. Security System Design 
5.3.1. Security system design must be proportional to the facility’s size, complexity, and type of activities 

conducted. Systems must also comply with institutional policies beyond IACUC requirements. 
5.4. Access Control Systems 

5.4.1. Animal facilities are encouraged to implement access control systems that log individual entries, such as 
swipe cards, proximity readers, or biometric systems.  

5.4.2. Controlled master key sets and changeable key code systems are acceptable alternatives but are not 
preferred due to limitations in tracking and revocation. 

5.5. Autonomous Animal Facility Access 
5.5.1. Eligibility 

5.5.1.1. Autonomous access may be granted to individuals with a verified business need, including but 
not limited to: 
5.5.1.1.1. Personnel listed on an approved AUP 
5.5.1.1.2. Animal facility staff and student employees* 
5.5.1.1.3. Investigator staff or students responsible for animal husbandry who are not required 

to be listed on the AUP as defined in TAMU-G-029*  
5.5.1.1.4. Students enrolled in a TAMU course involving animals in a training/teaching setting 

who are not required to be listed on the AUP as defined in TAMU-G-029*  
5.5.1.2. Training and BOHP enrollment requirements must be met as defined in TAMU-G-029.  

5.5.1.2.1. For individuals not listed on an AUP(“*”), timing and completion of training and BOHP 
enrollment is established and confirmed by the animal facility. For satellite locations, 
this is performed by the PI.  

5.5.1.2.2. BOHP enrollment must be completed within three (3) months of receiving 
autonomous animal facility access.  

5.5.1.2.3. Training records must be maintained as per TAMU-G-029. 
5.5.2. Access list management 

5.5.2.1. Autonomous access lists must: 
5.5.2.1.1. Be available for IACUC review upon request 
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5.5.2.1.2. Be monitored and updated to maintain security, including removal of individuals who 
no longer require access  

5.6. Visitor Access 
5.6.1. Visitors must be escorted at all times by personnel with autonomous access.  
5.6.2. Unescorted access may be granted by animal facility management on a case-by-case basis when justified 

by operational needs (e.g., facilities or vendor maintenance personnel). 
 

6. EXCEPTIONS 
6.1. The PI may request an exception to the above standards by describing the departure in the AUP 
6.2. For programmatic exceptions, the facility director or manager may submit a request for the exception using 

TAMU-F-013  
 

7. REFERENCES, MATERIALS, AND/OR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
7.1. References: 

7.1.1. Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, 8th Edition, Ch. 5 Physical Plant, Security and Access 
Control 

7.2. Resources: 
7.2.1. For more information on facility access, please contact: 

7.2.1.1. CMP: at (979) 845-3800 
7.2.1.2. ARU: at (214) 828-8149 
7.2.1.3. PAR: at (713) 677-7471 
7.2.1.4. PRF: at (361) 221-0770 
7.2.1.5. Sea Life Facility: at (409) 740-4574 

7.3. IACUC/AWO Referenced Documents:  
7.3.1. TAMU-F-013 Request for Programmatic Exception from Animal Welfare Standards  
7.3.2. TAMU-G-029 Guidelines for Animal Protocol Participation and Handling 

 
8. HISTORY  

 
Effective Date Version # Description 
12/11/2025 000 College Station/Dallas/Galveston: New document 
02/23/2026 001 Houston: New document 

 

https://nap.nationalacademies.org/read/12910/chapter/6#151
https://vpr.tamu.edu/manage-research/cmp/comparative-medicine-program
https://ibt.tamu.edu/animal-resources/index.html
https://pharmacy.tamu.edu/finance-admin/index.html
https://rcb.tamu.edu/animals/guidance

